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Remarks 

The Office Action mailed 1 8 June 2002 has been received and reviewed. Claii 
16-20 are canceled, claim 1 1 is amended, and new claims 21-40 are presented, leaving 
13-15 and 21-40 pending. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections arc respec 
requested. 

New Claims 

New claims 21-40 arc presented in connection with this response. Claims 21-3 
depend from independent claim 1 1 . New independent claim 32 and its dependent clair 
are also presented to provide protection over different aspects of the methods of the pn 
invention. No new matter is added. 

The 35 U.S.C 5112, Second Paragraph, Rejection 

Claims 16-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Appli< 
regard as the invention. Specifically, claims 17-20 as presented are seen to be incomp] 
to constitute only the second part of the applicants' envisioned process) as a compariso 
first and second paragraphs of the abstract would apparently fairly and clearly indicate 
Furthermore, regarding claim 16, there is no indication in claim 1 1 that the stems are e 
oriented to begin with. 

Applicants have canceled claim 16, thereby rendering its rejection moot. 

Although Applicants traverse the assertion that the claim scope is to be limited 
abstract, Applicants have canceled claims 17-20 to expedite processing of the present : 
New claims 32 and 35-37 correspond to canceled claims 1 7-20, 

Withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 1 2 are respectfully requested. 
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The 35 U-S.C, $1 02/103 Rejections 

Pending claims 1 1 and 13-15 were rejected under 35 ILS.C. §102(b) as being ai 
by, or in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as obvious over Zimmerman (U.S. Pa 
2/731,671), Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. 

Independent claim 1 1 has been amended to recite that "a plurality of discrete po 
regions" are fused to the web. Claim 1 1 also recites that N a plurality of stems" are form 
discrete polymeric region. 

Zimmerman does not disclose or suggest the formation of "a plurality of stems" 
M a plurality of discrete polymeric regions" on a web. Rather, each mass of polymer dep 
the processes disclosed by Zimmerman forms a single element of a fastener (i.e., a "zip 

For the above reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that independent claim 1 
pending dependent claims 13-15) are patentable over Zimmerman. Reconsideration an 
withdrawal of these rejections are, therefore, respectfully requested. 

Applicants also note thai new dependent claims 21-3 1 are presented in this resp 
of which depend from independent claim 1 1 . Applicants respectfully submit that, at a . 
these claims are patentably distinct from Zimmerman by virtue of their dependency fro 
independent claim 11. 

Claims 17-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §l02(b) as being anticipated by, o: 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as obvious over Melbye et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5 3 ( 
Applicants note that claims 17-20 have been canceled, thereby rendering this rejection 

Applicants further note, however, that Melbye et al. does not disclose or sugge* 
a plurality of stems in a plurality of discrete regions on a web. Applicants also travers< 
conclusory assertion-regarding masking made in support of this rejection. 
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Summary 

It is respectfully submitted that the pending claims 1 1 , 1 3-1 5 and 2 1-40 are in co 
allowance and notification to that effect is respectfully requested. The Examiner is invite< 
Applicants' Representatives, at the below-listed telephone number, if it is believed that p 
of this application may be assisted thereby. 



.for 
tact 
tion 



Respectfully submitted for 
ScottJ.TUMANetal. 



Date 



By 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P.A. 
P.O. Box 581415 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-141 5 
Phone: (612)305-1220 
Facsimile; (612) 305-1228 
Customer Number 26813 

nil 

26813 

PATENT TRADEMARK QmC& 



By: 



Kevin W. Raasch 
Reg. No. 35,651 
Direct Dial (612)305-1218 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR SI. 8 : 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this paper is being transmitted by facsimile in accordance with 37 
to the Patent and Trademark Office, addressed to Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C 
this Yf_ day of September 2002, at ).a;sa (Central Time). 



By: J2**<J) (C 



Name: 
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____ Docket No,: 544Q7US0Q7 

Amendments to the following are indicated by underlining what has been added 
bracketing what has been deleted. Additionally, all amendments have been marked in t 
typeface. 

In the Claims 
For convenience, all pending claims are shown below. 

1 1 . (AMENDED) A method of making a web materia] having a plurality of stems € 
from discrete regions of the web, the method comprising: 

[(a)] providing a web; 

[(b)] providing a plurality of discrete quantities of a polymeric material on t) 
a temperature above its softening poin t wherein a plurality of discrete polymeric ret 
formed on the web ; and 

((c) fusing the discrete quantities of the polymeric material to the web; : 
[(d)] forming a plurality of stems in each discrete polymeric region of the p 
of discrete polymeric regions (of the discrete quantities of the polymeric material] 

12, (CANCELED) 

13. The method according to claim 11, wherein the discrete quantities of polymeric 
are provided by extruding molten polymer in a form selected from intermittent quantitr 
continuous ribbons. 

14, The method according to claim 1 1 „ wherein the discrete quantities of polymeric 
are provided by one or more rotating cutting blades positioned intermediate a source of 
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polymeric material and the web, wherein the cutting blades cut the polymeric material i 
discrete quantities. 

1 5. The method according to claim 1 1, further comprising deformation of the stems 
healed surface to produce an enlarged end on the stems. 

16-20. (CANCELED) 

21. (NEW) The method of claim 11. wherein the plurality of discrete polymeric 
are located on only one major surface of the web, 

22. (NEW) The method of claim 11. wherein the plurality of discrete polymeric 
are separated by inter-regions revealing exposed portions of the first ma jor surfac 
web. 



23. (NEW) The method of claim 11 , wherein the web comprises loop structures 
to lock with the plurality of stems* 

24. (NEW) The method of claim 11, wherein the web comprises an elastic web, 

25. (NEW) The method of claim 11, wherein the plurality of discrete polymeric 
comprises a plurality of stripes extending over the first major side of the web. 

26. (NEW) The method of claim 11 > wherein the plurality of discrete polymeric 
covers between 20 and 80 percent of the first major side of the web. 
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27. (NEW) The method of claim 1 1» wherein the plurality of discrete polymeric 
covers between 5 and 25 percent of the first major side of the web, 

28. (NEW) The method of claim 11. wherein each stem of the plurality of stems 
comprises a book, 

29- (NEW) The method of claim 11. wherein the web defines a localized plane, 
wherein the plurality of stems are oriented at an angle that is not normal to the lo 
plane. 

30. (NEW) The method of claim 11. wherein the web defines a localized nlane. 
wherein the plurality of stems are oriented at an angle that is no t normal to the lo 
plane, and further wherein the plurality of stems are angled in multiple direction! 

31. (NEW) The method of claim 11. wherein forming a plurality of stems in ea« 
polymeric region of the plurality of discrete polymeric regions c omprises forcing 
polymeric material of the plurality of polymeric regions against a tool comprising 
plurality of angled holes* wherein the plurality of stems are oriented at an angle t 
normal to a localized plane defined by the web- 

32. (NEW) A method of making a web construction comprising a plurality of s 
distributed in discrete regions on the web construction, the method comprising: 

providing a web construction comprising a continuous or substantially coi 
layer of polymeric material, wherein the polymeric material is at a temperature a 
softening point; 
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providing a tool comprising a plurality of stem-forming holes formed in a s 
the tool, wherein the plurality of stem-forming holes are arranged in a plurality oi 
regions on the surface of the tool; 

pressing the layer of polymeric material against the surface of the tool, whe 
portion of the polymeric material enters the stem-forming boles; and 

separating the layer of polymeric material from the surface of the tooh wht 
plurality of stems are distributed in a plurality of discrete regions on the web cons 

33» (NEW) The method of claim 32, wherein the web construction comprises an 
substrate on which the layer of polymeric material is located, and wherein the mei 
further comprises stretching the elastic substrate after separating the layer of poll 
material from the surface of the tooh wherein the layer of polymeric material frac 

34. (NEW) The method of claim 32, wherein the web construction comprises an 
substrate on which the layer of polymeric material is located^ and wherein the mei 
further comprises: 

forming indentations in the layer of polymeric material between the plural: 
discrete regions of stems; and 

stretching the elastic substrate after separating the layer of polymeric mate 
the surface of the tool, wherein the layer of polymeric material fractures along the 
indentations. 

35. (NEW)_The method of claim 32, wherein the plurality of discrete regions of 
forming holes are formed by masking a portion of the surface of the tool. 
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36. (NEW> The method of claim 32. further comprising deforming of the plural 
stems with a heated surface to produce a disk-shaped end on the stems. 

37. (NEW) The method of claim 32, wherein between 5 and 25 percent of the su 
the tool is occupied by the plurality of discrete regions of stem-forming holes, 

38. CNEW) The method of claim 32, wherein the web construction defines a Iocs 
plane, and wherein the plurality of stems are oriented at an angle that is not norm 
localized plane. 

39. (NEW) The method of claim 32, wherein the web construction defines a Iocs 
plane, and wherein the plurality of stems are oriented at an angle that is not norm 
localized plane, and further wherein the plurality of stems are angled in multiple 
directions, 

40. (NEW) The method of claim 32. wherein the plurality of stem-forming hole; 
angled such that the plurality of stems are oriented at an angle that is not normal 
localized plane defined by the web construction* 
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